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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 8, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 9. 

Remarks Announcing the 
Nomination of John G. Roberts, Jr., 
To Be Chief Justice of the United 
States Supreme Court 
September 5, 2005 

Morning. This summer I announced the 
nomination of Judge John Roberts to be As-
sociate Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. I chose Judge Roberts from 
among the most distinguished jurists and at-
torneys in the country because he possesses 
the intellect, experience, and temperament 
to be an outstanding member of our Nation’s 
highest court. 

For the past 2 months, Members of the 
United States Senate and the American peo-
ple have learned about the career and char-
acter of Judge Roberts. They like what they 
see. He’s a gentleman. He’s a man of integ-
rity and fairness. And throughout his life, he 
has inspired the respect and loyalty of others. 
John Roberts has built a record of excellence 
and achievement, and a reputation for good 
will and decency toward others. 

In his extraordinary career, Judge Roberts 
has argued 39 cases before the Nation’s high-
est court. When I nominated him to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of Colum-
bia, he was confirmed by unanimous consent. 
Both those who’ve worked with him and 
those who have faced him in the courtroom 
speak with admiration of his striking ability 
as a lawyer and his natural gifts as a leader. 
Judge Roberts has earned the Nation’s con-
fidence, and I’m pleased to announce that 
I will nominate him to serve as the 17th Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court. 

The passing of Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist leaves the center chair empty just 
4 weeks left before the Supreme Court re-
convenes. It is in the interest of the Court 
and the country to have a Chief Justice on 
the bench on the first full day of the fall term. 
The Senate is well along in the process of 
considering Judge Roberts’ qualifications. 
They know his record and his fidelity to the 

law. I’m confident that the Senate can com-
plete hearings and confirm him as Chief Jus-
tice within a month. As a result of my deci-
sion to nominate Judge Roberts to be chief 
justice, I also have the responsibility to sub-
mit a new nominee to follow Justice Sandra 
Day O’Connor. I will do so in a timely man-
ner. 

Twenty-five years ago, John Roberts came 
to Washington as a clerk to Justice William 
Rehnquist. In his boss, the young law clerk 
found a role model, a professional mentor, 
and a friend for life. I’m certain that Chief 
Justice Rehnquist was hoping to welcome 
John Roberts as a colleague, and we’re all 
sorry that day didn’t come. Yet it’s fitting that 
a great Chief Justice be followed in office 
by a person who shared his deep reverence 
for the Constitution, his profound respect for 
the Supreme Court, and his complete devo-
tion to the cause of justice. 

Congratulations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:01 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Chief Justice-Designate 
Roberts. 

Remarks on Hurricane Katrina 
Recovery Efforts and an Exchange 
With Reporters in Baker, Louisiana 
September 5, 2005 

The President. Listen, Laura and I have 
come back down to Louisiana, and then 
we’re going over to Mississippi to let the good 
people of this region know there’s a lot of 
work to be done, and we’re going to continue 
working with the local and State people to 
get it done. 

The first mission, of course, is to save lives. 
And so long as any life is in danger, we’ve 
got work to do, and they’re going to continue 
to save lives, whether it be in New Orleans 
or the surrounding parishes or up and down 
the coast of Mississippi. 

Secondly, we can help save lives once a 
person finds a shelter such as this. That 
means getting people food and water and 
medicine and help and in a place like this, 
love. 
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I want to thank the pastor for having us. 
I want to thank my friend T.D. Jakes for ral-
lying the armies of compassion to help some-
body like the mayor. 

The response of this country to—has been 
amazing. But T.D. tells me about church 
family members of his who have adopted 20 
people of the—from New Orleans. The pas-
tor here has got his gymnasiums full of fami-
lies, and volunteers are now responding to 
help the families. I want to thank every fam-
ily member who’s helping somebody who has 
been displaced. I want to thank every church 
member who’s helping people who are dis-
placed—who have been displaced. 

America can be proud of the efforts of the 
churches and synagogues and mosques and 
community organizations that are helping 
these people. And this is a long-term project, 
to help these people. And this country is 
going to be committed to doing what it takes 
to help people get back on their feet. And 
that’s why I’ve come back to this State, and 
that’s why I’m going to Mississippi. 

Again, I want to thank the pastor. The re-
sponse of this church is indicative of the re-
sponse of many around this Nation, and I 
mean cities big and cities small, families with, 
you know, who have got a lot of money and 
families with little money, all opening their 
arms to a brother and sister in need. 

And again, I want to thank you, pastor. 
Thank you, T.D., for helping to call people 
to action. I want to thank the mayor, thank 
the folks of Louisiana. We’ve got a lot of work 
to do, and that’s why I’m here to tell people, 
we’ll get it done. 

Thank you all. 
Q. [Inaudible]—does the Government 

have—— 

Ongoing Relief Efforts 
The President. So long as anybody’s life 

is in danger, we’ve got work to do. That’s 
why I want people to be assured we’re going 
to do it. And—but remember, this is a 
project that not only deals with the imme-
diate; we’re going to have to deal with the 
long term as well. The immediate needs are 
being taken care of right here, and I fully 
understand there’s a lot of work to be done. 

Q. [Inaudible]——the Federal Govern-
ment doing the best it can now? 

The President. I think all levels of Gov-
ernment are doing the best they can. If it’s 
not going right, we’ll make it right. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. in the 
evacuee shelter at the Bethany World Prayer Cen-
ter. In his remarks, he referred to Larry Stockstill, 
senior pastor, Bethany World Prayer Center; 
Bishop Thomas D. Jakes, Sr., chief executive offi-
cer, The Potter’s House of Dallas, Inc., Dallas, 
TX; and Mayor Melvin L. ‘‘Kip’’ Holden of Baton 
Rouge, LA. 

Remarks at the Emergency 
Operations Center in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 

September 5, 2005 

First of all, thanks for doing your duty. 
You’ve faced one of the greatest challenges 
our country has ever faced. As a result of 
your compassion and your hard work and 
your dedication, a lot of people’s lives were 
saved, and I want to thank you for that. I 
hope that makes you feel good, to know that 
you helped save life. 

We’ve got a lot of work to do. I told the 
Governor and the Senators and the Congress 
people, I said, ‘‘You know, if it’s not right, 
we’re going to fix it, and if it is right, we’re 
going to keep doing it.’’ And this is just the 
beginning of a huge effort to—and we’re 
going to continue to save life. But you’ve got 
to know that lives are still being saved as we 
speak because thousands of people are taking 
in these displaced souls, in their homes and 
churches and synagogues and mosques and 
providing love and compassion and food. 

This is one of these disasters that will test 
our soul and test our spirit. And—but we’re 
going to show the world, once again, that not 
only we will survive, but that we will be 
stronger and better for it when it’s all said 
and done, that amidst this darkness, there 
is light. And I want to thank you all for pro-
viding light, immediate light to people who 
needed help. You make your State and your 
local governments and your country proud. 

God bless you and your families. May God 
bless the victims, and may God continue to 
bless our country. Thank you. 
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